
PRICE: TWO CENTSVol XXVI No. 13 United States England Ireland Netherlands Belgium Scandinavia United Kingdom New Zealand Germany Austria Switzerland

Neighborhood pubs (a house “open to the public”) o�er great food, fun, and a chance to meet new friends.  Pub Games have been a key part of a pub for as long as pubs have been around!  Deeply rooted in village culture, 
they’ve survived Monarchy and Government control, and �nes and loss of license if allowed.  Most evolved over centuries and are miniaturized versions of popular outdoor games, revised and brought to the pubs when long 
nights and cold weather brought the gamesters and ne'er-do-wellers indoors.  Most important, they must contain the key qualities of a great game: easy to learn, di�cult to master and great fun for beginners and experts alike.

Bowls originated from the Egyptians 
around 5,000 B.C., and eventually 
were played in the alleys connected 
to the taverns most frequented by 
the dissolute and gamesters.  The 
object of the game was to roll balls 
so that they stop as close to a 
smaller ball called a“jack” or “kitty” 
as possible.  The sport spread across 
the world and evolved as a variety 
of outdoor games including Curling, 
a winter version played on ice.  
    The hugely popular Table Bowls 
was invented in the late 1800s by 
the Victorians, part of the new 
craze for all sorts of indoor games.  
A miniature set of bowls and jack 
are played on a standard 12 x 6 foot 
Billiards table. The bowls and jack 
are rolled down a wooden chute 
which is placed slanting on the
table edge with one end on the table. 

                       TABLE BOWLS 
Played on a Billiards Table!
                            TABLE SKITTLES

Also called Nine Pins 
The 3rd or 4th century German monks 
played Skittles with a kegel, a 
club carried for self defense. The 
kegals represented a sin or temptation 
at which the monks would throw 
stones until they knocked it over.  
Devil Among the Tailors is a form
of Table Skittles, where the 'devil'
refers to the ball and the 'tailors' 
are the skittles. The wooden “devil” 
hangs from a string or chain and is 
swung in an arc to knock down the 
skittles.

                                BAR BILLIARDS 
TAKE THE WORLD BY STORM!

A WINNING CATCH! 
 Sustainably Sourced Fish 

As Healthy as it is Delicious

BAR BILLIARDS originated from the 14th century Ground 
Billiards, played on a small outdoor court with a hoop at 
one end and an upright stick at the other. Folks began to 
play an indoor version on a table as well, on a green cloth 
that represented the lawn on which it was originally played. 
    The pub game is played on a special table without side 
and corner pockets, but with 9 scoring holes in the playing 
surface. Three skittles guard the highest scoring holes. 
The aim of the game is to score as many points as possible 
by potting the balls down the holes before either the time 
runs out or a skittle is knocked over.

The Billiards family of games  developed regionally into the English 
Billiards & Snooker, the French Carambole Billiards, American 
Pool, the Italian Pin Billiards, and others.

             DARTS
DESPITE THE OBVIOUS RISK of giving sharp and pointy projectiles  
to men and women who may be inebriated, the Games of Darts 
remain one of our most common and most loved type of pub games. 
    In Medieval England, shortened archery arrows were thrown at the 
bottom of an empty wine barrel as a training exercise. The wine barrel 
evolved to a tree cross-section, which provided rings at which to aim. 
Cut-o� arrows and targets were brought into drinking establishments 
because of cold weather and for entertainment.
    Pu� and Dart, where a blowpipe was used to �re a dart at a target 
of concentric rings, originated as a French fairground attraction in 1819.
By the 1870s this was played in the pubs as Dart and Target, as 
throwing the darts gradually replaced the use of a blowpipe. 

Players sometimes forgot the 
primary rule – ‘blow, don’t suck’ , 
thereby swallowing the dart and 
incurring a number of fatalities

"Mind your P's and Q's" referred to English drinks being served 
in pints and quarts.  Bartenders would advise a customer to 
mind their own pints and quarts when they  become unruly.

                  Dwile Flonking
TWO TEAMS TAKE TURNS DANCING AROUND THE OTHER while 
attempting to avoid a beer-soaked dwile (cloth) thrown by the non-
dancing team. A "dull- witted person" is chosen as the referee or 
"jobanowl", and the two teams decide who �onks �rst by tossing a sugar 
beet. The non-�onking team joins hands and dances in a circle around a 
member of the �onking team, a practice known as "girting". The �onker 
dips his dwile-tipped "driveller" (a 2 -3 ft. long pole ) into a bucket of beer, 
then spins around in the opposite direction and �onks his dwile at them.  

    

Billiards, Sticks, Snooker, Eight-Ball, 
Pool, Bagatelle

She was only a whiskey maker, 
but he loved her still.

Henry VII's statute of 1495 restricted "the indoor games 
which were distracting Tudor pub men from archery"

From 1541 through 1845, Arti�cers, 
laborers, apprentices, servants 
and the like were forbidden to 
play bowls at any time except 
Christmas, and then only in their 
master's house and presence

The GAME CHANGER Daily 
PUB GAMES: Easy to learn, di�cult to master and great fun for all!

In 1830 the �rst lawn mower was patented, and was the catalyst  for 
the preparation of modern-style greens, sporting ovals, playing 

�elds, pitches, and grass courts. This is led to many of our rules for 
sports, including lawn bowls, football, lawn tennis and others.

GAME CHANGER 
NOUN  An event, idea, or procedure that a�ects a signi�cant shift in the 
current manner of doing or thinking about something. 

Bar Billiards was associated with disorderly and riotous 
behavior and was banned from licensed Pubs in 1757.

In the old west a .45 cartridge for a six-gun cost 12 cents, so did a  glass of 
whiskey.  If a cowhand was low on cash he could give the bartender a cartridge 

in exchange for a drink. This became known as a  shot of whiskey

Fish and Chips ON DECK!

TIME OUT!
Pubs Celebrate Over

150 Years of 
FISH AND CHIPS
Gastrophiles worldwide rejoice

Stealing a partner’s chips is the main cause of arguments in restaurants
The world’s biggest portion of �sh and chips was made in London in 2012.
The �sh weighed 46.75kg and the chips weighed 23.5kg.
In the UK one ton of potatoes is made into chips every 19.7 seconds

WILD AND PURE ALASKAN FISH, with its �rm, moist �llets, distinctive 
large �ake, and slightly sweet �avor has long been a favorite choice for 
the preparation of �sh and chips in the Paci�c Northwest.  Environmentally 
conscious, sustainable-sourced Alaskan Fish is a delicious addition to a 
healthy diet, containing high quality protein, essential omega-3’s, EPA and 
DHA, and anti-in�ammatory and anti-clotting properties that support a 
healthy heart, blood vessels and brain. Alaskan waters, being thousands 
of miles away from large pollution sources that can contaminate our food 
supply,  are among the cleanest marine habitats in the world, and clean 
waters produce clean seafood, remarkably free of contamination!  Alaska's 
state and federally-managed eco-friendly �sheries are protecting one of 
our �nest seafood sources to ensure naturally abundant and sustainable 
�sh for future generations of Fish and Chip lovers.  
HEADS AND TAILS ABOVE THE REST!

THE HUMBLE BEGINNINGS OF FISH AND CHIPS  as a cheap working 
class meal gave no indication that well over 150 years later, it would 
sustain and emerge as a celebrated pub favorite and a culinary classic. 
     Deep-fried �sh and chips were �rst introduced into Britain in the 17th 
century by Jewish refugees from Portugal and Spain.  This heart of English 
and Irish culture, in the form of tender and moist white �sh �llets deep 
fried in a light batter, with a side of thick cut, gently browned chips, still 
beats strong and worldwide as a favorite culinary diversion.

Did You Know?

Cricket matches are scheduled to play to their conclusion, and can last 
from a few hours to several days. The longest match on record was the 
�fth test between England and South Africa on March 3rd, 1939, 
spanning 43 hours and 16 minutes of playing time, and abandoned after 
tea on the tenth day. This extraordinary game was called a draw, when, 
with World War 2 heating up, the ship carrying the English team home 
could not be postponed and the players hastened to depart. This 
one-of-a-kind event produced amazing records and unequaled personal
performance, and was often referred to as  “The Timeless Test” .

Cricket Players Go �e Distance 
England vs South Africa: �e Timeless Test


